
Science broadening units are a great opportunity for students to study units of 
interest or those which will add value to your area of specialisation. Students in 
the Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Commerce or Bachelor of Design can satisfy all 
their broadening requirements by selecting units from those available in Science.

Students in the Bachelor of Science can count up to two Category A broadening 
units from within Science, including those taken in their major sequence.

Science 
Broadening 
Units
Challenge. Explore. Discover.



Category A broadening units

Unit No. Unit Name Availability Description
ANHB1102 Human Biology II: 

Being Human
S2 This will appeal to you if you are familiar with, or would like to better understand, the 

biological impacts and limitations of people as social and cultural beings. This unit 
would enrich studies in Anthropology, Psychology, Archaeology, and Political Science.

ANHB2215 Biological Anthropology: 
Human Adaptation and 
Variation

S1 This unit looks at human variation in contemporary populations from the perspective 
of evolutionary ecology.

ANHB3321 Biological Anthropology: 
Genes and Society

S1 Encompasses human structure and development, population biology, ecology, 
cellular biology and genetics. Topics covered include the population biology of human 
disease; secular trends and the impact of modernisation; population variation and 
sex differences, social organisation and other life history traits as mediating factors 
between environment and individual.

ANIM1001 The Darwinian Revolution S1 Space rock to punk rock in 4 billion years!  Darwinism is the foundational concept of 
modernity. This unit provides an understanding of Darwinian thought and in doing so 
delivers a context to our existence and our future – the unit describes how evolution 
shapes our lives. The unit is team taught by experts in biology, medicine history, art, 
philosophy, law and economics.

EART1105 The Dynamic Planet S1 Interested in a ‘big picture’ understanding of the Earth’s environments, including 
issues associated with climate change, natural resources and environmental 
management? Then this unit will appeal to you.

ECON1120 Environmental 
Economics 1

S1, S2 If you are interested in understanding how the economy interacts with the 
environment and how to solve environmental problems using economic principles, 
this is the unit for you.

ENVT1103 Natural History S2 Humans from all cultures interact with biodiversity on a daily basis. A degree of 
scientific literacy in regard to biodiversity is essential for sustainable living across all 
walks of life. There is a globalised approach and common language to recognising and 
describing biodiversity that has been successful for centuries. This unit is well suited 
to students interested in how and why the theory and practice of natural history have 
enjoyed such universal and voluntary acceptance worldwide.

ENVT1104 Environmental Science 
and Technology

S1 Unit content is delivered through modules related to: climate change and carbon 
pollution; catchment development and water resource management; biodiversity 
loss and conservation; land degradation; coastal systems; and cities. Through these 
lenses, the unit looks to explain lessons from the past using both local and global 
examples.

GEOG1103 Geographies of a 
Global City

S1 This unit provides a stimulating and relevant introduction to how we utilise urban 
areas and how to maximise the environmental, social and economic opportunities of 
city life. With a strong emphasis on active and practical hands-on learning, this unit 
will appeal to anyone who wants to find out more about cities in the coming century.

GEOG1104 Disasters! S2 This unit investigates the social and physical drivers of disasters in our modern world, 
such as earthquakes, hurricanes, fires, droughts, floods, landslides, tsunamis, and 
epidemics. It provides a comprehensive understanding of the social vulnerabilities 
and failures in governance as well as environmental and geological triggers that, 
together, result in slowly unfolding disasters or rapid-onset catastrophic events.  

GEOG2204 International Field Work 
in Geography

S2 Students gain a unique perspective on contemporary geographical issues in a host 
country for up to three weeks under the supervision of academic staff.  The unit 
incorporates enquiry in both physical and human geography to provide insights into 
patterns and processes underpinning change in a range of different settings.

NEUR1001 Neuroscience in Society S2 Become an explorer of the human brain and the behaviours that it underpins.  
Discover a new way to approach some of the really challenging and important 
questions in life. 

SCIE1121 Our Universe S1 This unit is suited to anyone who wants to understand more about our universe and 
our place in it. No physics or maths background is required.

SCIE1122 Our Solar System S2 No physics or maths background is required for this unit and it is suited to anyone who 
wants to understand more about our solar system and our place in it.



Unit No. Unit Name Availability Description
Anatomy, Physiology and Human Biology
ANHB1101 Human Biology I: Becoming Human S1 If you have an interest in the ‘how’ and ‘why’ of human bodies and behaviours 

you will be fascinated by these units.ANHB2212 Human Structure and Development S1

ANHB2214 Human Organs and Systems S2

ANHB2216 Human Reproductive Biology S2

ANHB2217 Human Neurobiology S1

PHYL2001 Physiology of Human Body Systems S1

PHYL2002 Physiology of Cells S2

Biology
AGRI2201 Pasture and Livestock Systems S2 If you have a love for plants and animals and are interested in some of the major 

biodiversity challenges facing the Earth’s environmental systems then these 

units will appeal.

ANIM2207 Animal Function and Structure S2

ANIM2208 Animal Ethics and Welfare S2

BIOL1130 Frontiers in Biology S1

BIOL1131 Plant and Animal Biology S2

BIOL2204 Marine Biology S2 

BIOL2261 Conservation Biology S2

ENVT2221 Global Climate Change and Biodiversity S2

ENVT2250 Ecology S1

PLNT2201 Plants in Action S2

PLNT2204 Plant Diversity and Conservation S2

SCIE2204 Marine Systems S1

Chemistry
BIOC2001 Biochemistry and Molecular Biology of the Cell S1 These units will complement studies in areas such as Archaeology, Anthropology, 

and Human Geography and Planning. Or you may want to find out more about 

modern advances in biomedicine and biotechnology.

BIOC2002 Biochemical Regulation of Cell Function S2

CHEM1001 Chemistry—Properties and Energetics S1, S2

CHEM1002 Chemistry—Structure and Reactivity S1, S2

CHEM1003 Introductory Chemistry S1

CHEM1004 Biological Chemistry S2

CHEM2001 Core Chemical Concepts and Techniques S1

CHEM2002 Physical and Analytical Chemistry S2

CHEM2003 Chemical Synthesis S2

GENE2230 Molecular Genetics I     S2

GENE2250 Principles of Inheritance S1

Earth and Environment
EART1104 Introduction to Geology S2 Those students interested in understanding the nature of Earth and its 

environment will find these units interesting.EART2231 Earth Materials S1

EART2232 Field Geology S1

EART2234 Earth Processes S2

ENVT2220 The Climate System S1

ENVT2236 Soil Science S1

ENVT2251 Environmental Hydrology S2

Forensic Science
FNSC2200 Mysteries of Forensic Science S2 You will find this unit fascinating if you are interested in how 

science is used to solve crimes.

Category B broadening units
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Unit No. Unit Name Availability Description
Geography and Planning
GEOG2201 Geographic Information Systems S1 Students thinking about careers in environmental management, planning 

and public policy, and regional development will be interested in these units.GEOG2202 Reading Landscapes: People and Processes S2

GEOG2205 Geographies of Economic Development S1

GEOG2206 Social Geography and Planning S2

Natural Resource Management
ECON2224 Environmental Economics 2 S1 These units will provide you with an opportunity to develop an analytical 

approach to solving environmental problems.SCIE2267 Quantitative Methods in Environmental 

Management

S2

Physics
PHYS1001 Physics for Scientists and Engineers S1, S2 Level 1 units are suitable for students with no background in physics but who 

wish to grasp some of the big picture of physics.PHYS1002 Modern Physics S2

PHYS1021 Applied Physics A S1

PHYS1022 Applied Physics B S2

PHYS2001 Quantum Mechanics 1 and Electromagnetism S1

PHYS2002 The Physics of Particles S2

Psychology
PSYC1101 Psychology: Mind and Brain S1 Psychology units are of general interest to many students, and can be 

complementary to studies in Education, Marketing, Law, Human Resources, 

Anthropology and Sociology.

PSYC1102 Psychology: Behaviour in Context S2

PSYC2203 Psychological Research Methods S1

PSYC2213 Psychology: Lifespan Development S1

PSYC2214 Adult Psychopathology S2

PSYC2215 Cognitive Psychology S1

PSYC2218 Perception and Sensory Neuropsychology S2

Science Communication
SCIE1104 Science, Society and Data Analysis S2 These units cover how to more effectively communicate Science, both 

written and oral, and give great presentations. They complement many 

majors, in particular Communication and Media Studies, Human Geography 

and Planning, Marketing, and Commerce.

SCIE2205 Science Work Placement S1, S2

SCOM1101 Communicating Science S1

SCOM2205 Science Presentations S2

SCOM2208 Science Writing S1

Sport Science, Exercise and Health
SSEH1101 The Musculoskeletal System and Movement S1 These units are for students interested in the science and practice of exercise 

or who have a general interest in human motion.SSEH1102 Applied Anatomy and Athletic Performance S2

SSEH1103 Physical Fitness and Health S1, S2 

SSEH1104 Active Leadership 1: Developing Leadership Skills S1, S2

SSEH2240 Motor Learning and Control S2

SSEH2250 Biomechanics in Sport and Exercise S1

SSEH2260 Exercise Physiology S1

SSEH2270 Psychosocial Aspects of Sport, Exercise 

and Health

S2

SSEH2290 Promoting Lifelong Physical Activity S2

SSEH2296 Skilled Movement Instruction S1
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