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☺ WELCOME  

 
Welcome to The University of Western Australia, and congratulations on getting 
into one of our science programs. We are delighted that you have chosen to study 
with us and we hope that this will be a great experience for you.  
 
One of the most important things you can learn at university is how to find 
information for yourself.  Reading this guide will help. 
 
UWA strives for excellence in teaching and learning, and this requires you to be 
an active participant in your educational experience.  To this end, we ask you: 
• to strive to do your best work and achieve your full academic potential; 
• to accept and welcome intellectual stimulus and challenge; 
• to seek out and explore the intellectual resources made available by the 

University, especially those recommended by your lecturers; 
• to attend class as required, to comply with workload expectations, to submit 

required work on time and in the required form; 
• to come well prepared to classes and to participate fully and fairly in any 

tutorials, seminars, practical classes, field work, group or individual projects, 
as directed; 

• to monitor your own progress and devote regular and substantial time and 
effort to private study; 

• to be aware of all unit or subject information made available to you and to 
raise any questions or concerns with the appropriate member of staff in a 
timely manner; 

• to recognise and respect the fundamental principle of intellectual freedom; 
and 

• to provide fair feedback on your course experience as requested. 
 
Please use this guide as a starting point.  More information is available from the 
faculties’ websites (see next page) and the Student Administration website:  
http://www.studentadmin.uwa.edu.au/welcome 
 
If you cannot find the information you need, you are welcome and encouraged to 
ask for advice.  (See “Obtaining Academic Advice” on page14) 

http://www.studentadmin.uwa.edu.au/welcome
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Faculty of Life & Physical Sciences  
 
The Faculty of Life & Physical Sciences offices are located on the first floor of the 
Physics Building (next to the Reid Library).  Follow the orange signs to the office.  
Here you can find out about On the Spot advising sessions, enrolments and 
courses, or have other queries answered.  
 
All student matters are dealt with by the Academic Student Adviser or the Faculty 
Manager. Student appointments with the Dean are by referral through these 
people. You can access the Faculty of Life & Physical Sciences web site at:  
http://www.science.uwa.edu.au 
 
Important People in the Faculty Office: 
Dean   Prof George Stewart 
Deputy Dean  Prof Bob Grove 
Associate Dean (Teaching & Learning)  Prof Geoff Hammond 
Faculty Manager   Jenny Gamble 
Academic Student Adviser   Dr Jane Emberson 
Deputy Academic Student Adviser  Dr Peter Arthur 
Administrative Assistant (general enquiries)       Susan Pippet (6488 3396) 
Administrative Assistant (Undergraduate)  Rhys Daly (6488 3398) 
Enquiries (Postgraduate)   Matthew Kohler (6488 5603) 
 
Heads of Schools in the Faculty of Life & Physical Sciences:  
Anatomy & Human Biology  Prof Linc Schmitt 
Biomedical, Biomolecular &  
Chemical Sciences Prof Geoff Stewart 
Sport Science, Exercise & Health  Prof Bruce Elliott 
Physics A/Prof Ian McArthur 
Psychology A/Prof David Morrison 
 
 
Faculty of Natural & Agricultural Sciences  
 
The Faculty of Natural & Agricultural Sciences is located on the ground floor in 
the central wing of the Natural & Agricultural Sciences Building.   
 
The Senior Faculty Administrative Officer or Faculty Administrative Officer deal 
with all student matters. Students are advised to contact the faculty office on 
6488 2565 to arrange appointments, usually in the morning. 
You can access the Faculty of Natural & Agricultural Sciences web site at: 
http://www.fnas.uwa.edu.au 
 

http://www.science.uwa.edu.au/
http://www.fnas.uwa.edu.au/
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Important People in the Faculty Office 
Dean Prof Tony O’Donnell 
Senior Faculty Administrative Officer  Ms Marjan Heibloem 
Faculty Administrative Officer  Mrs Vickie Falcetta 
Marketing Officer  Ms Chris Hale 
Administrative Assistant Ms Dee Shaw 
 
For all enquiries please contact the faculty office on 6488 2565  
 
Heads of Schools in the Faculty of Natural & Agricultural Sciences  
Agricultural & Resource Economics  A/Prof Ben White  
Animal Biology Prof Graeme Martin 
Earth and Environment Prof Lyn Abbott 
Plant Biology Prof Hans Lambers 
 
 
ª YOUR ENROLMENT 
 
The University's General Rules and the Science Faculties' Rules can be found on 
line in the UWA Undergraduate Handbook (http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au) Most 
of the rules you need to plan your enrolment are set out for you in the booklet 
Science Courses 2009, which was available at the pre-enrolment information 
evening, and at enrolment.  It is also available on line. 
(http://www.science.uwa.edu.au/scb)   It is revised each year.  Note that the 
Rules are the ultimate authority. 
 
When you enrol (or re-enrol), Faculty staff will check your enrolment and contact 
you if there are any problems with your unit selection.  You can also check to see 
if your units are valid via Student Connect.  You will not receive any separate 
written confirmation if your selection is approved.   
 
If a unit enrolment shows as invalid 

First of all – don’t panic!  Check to see if you have completed all the pre-
requisites for the unit (see next page).  The Faculty Office may be able to validate 
the unit for you if you have completed a non-standard prerequisite (e.g. A Levels 
rather than TEE) or if it is a quota-restricted unit.  We may contact you via your 
student email when checking your enrolment. 
 
Please check your student email regularly, including during university holidays, 
and make sure your contact details in Student Connect are always up to date.   
 
If you wish to present a case for approval of a non-standard enrolment, you will 
need to complete a Special Approval form.  Before this, we recommend you 

http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/
http://www.science.uwa.edu.au/scb
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attend an On the Spot advising session if you are in the Faculty of Life & Physical 
Sciences (see p.14), or make an appointment (phone 6488 2565) if you are a 
Natural & Agricultural Science student.   
 
Useful things to know about unit enrolment 

There is a limit on the number of units you can take in a particular discipline at a 
certain level, e.g. no more than 12 points in a discipline at level 1 (first-year level) 
in the standard BSc.  Some units are restricted to a named program and cannot 
normally be taken unless you are enrolled in that program, e.g. HMES1103.  See 
Science Courses for more details. 

There are two compulsory modules you need to complete in your first semester: 
AACE1000 Academic Conduct Essentials (ACE) and SCIE1130 Introductory 
Research & Information Skills for Science (IRIS).  Both units carry zero points and 
are delivered via WebCT.  You cannot withdraw from these units.  AACE1000 
must be completed within the first ten weeks.  Do them both as early as you can 
— they are designed to help you. 
 
Prerequisites 

Before enrolling in a unit, you are required to meet its prerequisite(s).  You will 
find these set out in Science Courses, and also in the unit description in the UWA 
Undergraduate Handbook (see p.4).  You must have passed the prerequisite 
unit(s), i.e. scored (in most cases) at least 50%. Prerequisites are set to ensure 
that you have appropriate knowledge to tackle the unit. 

Prerequisites may be waived only when a student can demonstrate equivalent 
knowledge.  In this case you would need to complete a Special Approval form, 
detailing the rationale for the suggested waiver, and discuss it with the School or 
unit co-ordinator.  Please note that the final decision whether or not to waive 
prerequisites rests with the Faculty.  They are never waived simply because you 
would like to take a particular unit. 
 
Credit (advanced standing) 

In principle your faculty will grant credit for equivalent units passed in a previous 
course at another university.  You must complete an Application for Advanced 
Standing, providing an official academic record and (if possible) descriptions of 
the units.  The credit may include up to 30 points for non-science units (12 points 
at Level 1, 18 points at Level 2) but not if you are already taking 48 points at 
either of these levels.  You must be completing your course within ten years of the 
date on which your previous course began, or the units cannot be credited. 
See http://www.science.uwa.edu.au/studentnet/policies/standing for the policy 
on credit in the faculty of Life & Physical Sciences. 
 

http://www.science.uwa.edu.au/studentnet/policies/standing
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Also, keep an eye on noticeboards round the campus, as sometimes students in 
later years sell their textbooks from previous years.  

Only approved calculators can be used in tests or exams.  A list is available at 
http://www.ecm.uwa.edu.au/studentnet/exams/calculators.  You should bring 
your calculator to your Faculty Office to have it checked and an authorised sticker 
attached. 
 
Going to lectures 

A lecture is a class attended by all students taking the unit. Each lecture will 
explore a particular topic: the unit outline will usually list the lecture topics to be 
covered during the semester. A lecture normally runs for 45 minutes, beginning 
on the hour, and the size of the lecture class may range from 10 to 650 students.  
 
Are there lectures in the first week of Uni? 
Lectures begin on the first day of semester, even if it is a public holiday.  Course 
outlines and textbook lists are usually provided in the first lecture. 
 
It is sensible not to be late for the start of lectures, as important information is 
often given at the start; besides, arriving on time is a courtesy to the lecturer and 
your fellow students. 
 

Don’t forget to turn off your mobile phone! 
 
Taking in all that information…! 

Lectures offer core information, relevant examples, and usually a chance to ask 
questions.  Go to the lectures well prepared, concentrate, and take notes 
(develop your own shorthand).  With practice you will get better at recognising the 
most important points and how they fit together.  It is vital that you be able to put 
the information and concepts into your own words and apply them. Test yourself 
and if in doubt seek clarification.  

Here are some common mistakes that first-year students often make in lectures: 
o Trying to take down everything the lecturer says, word for word, instead of 

abbreviating. 
o Not taking enough notes. 
o Not thinking about what you are learning while you listen and take notes. 
o Not asking questions. 
o Not attending lectures — it takes a LOT longer to cover the same material on 

your own. 
 
 
 

http://www.ecm.uwa.edu.au/studentnet/exams/calculators
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Here are some suggestions to help you:  
o Think about the lecture topic and study the lecture summary beforehand if 

one is provided. Ask yourself “what is this lecture about?” 
o Go through the set readings before the lecture. If you haven't time to read 

them all, take note of headings and subheadings, and the first sentence of 
each paragraph. This will alert you to the main points to be covered. 

o In the lecture, distinguish between main concepts and the examples that 
illustrate them. 

o Go through your notes within 24 hours of the lecture (or as soon as possible). 
Fill in any gaps, make corrections and identify questions you can ask your 
lecturer or other students later. 

o Clarify any missed points with the lecturer after the lecture. You should also 
check your textbook or other recommended material. 

o Make mind-maps, flow diagrams or summaries in ‘point form’ to outline your 
understanding of the main concepts. 

o Think about how this lecture connects to the one before it. What might be 
coming next? 

 
Labs and tutorials 

Laboratory classes begin in the first week in some units; in others they begin in 
the second week, as do most tutorials.  Check OLCR 
(http://www.olcr.uwa.edu.au) at least one week before semester starts, to see 
whether you can enter preferred class times (see “Sorting out your timetable”, 
above).  Then check your timetable before semester starts to see whether you 
have been allocated to classes. 
 
Lab classes are compulsory and you may be excluded from sitting the exam for a 
unit, or given a fail in the unit (FC, “failed component”) if you have not attended 
lab classes.  If you are unable to attend a particular class, for good reason (e.g. 
illness), speak to the unit co-ordinator.  You must follow health and safety 
directives in laboratories, e.g. wearing proper shoes. 
 
Assignments 

Get started early with assignments.  Don't leave them till a week or a few days 
before they are due, or you will find that all the books you need have been 
borrowed and you have no time to check or revise your work.  In addition there 
are penalties for late assignments.  
• If you need an extension for valid reasons (e.g. illness), you must contact the 

unit coordinator before the due date, with a medical certificate or other 
documentary evidence. 

• Most assignments must be handed in with a standard cover sheet — make 
sure you know in advance.   

http://www.olcr.uwa.edu.au/


 

 13 

• Make sure you understand, and abide by, the rules on using and referring to 
other persons’ work (see “Academic misconduct & plagiarism”, below.). 

• Keep a backup copy of your assignments.  Marks are not given for 
assignments that have ‘gone missing’. 

• Make sure you collect your assignments when available after marking; look 
through the feedback given, and ask your lecturer for an appointment if you 
need further advice. 

 
; GETTING YOURSELF ORGANISED  
 
The first year of university can be exciting, but also difficult, as you are in a new 
environment and have to adjust to a different style of learning.  Here are some 
suggestions to help you: 
 
o Start with an overview — go to the UniStart page at 

http://www.transition.uwa.edu.au/welcome/first 

o Obtain a UWA Student Diary, produced by the UWA Student Guild each year. 
It has information about the campus, Guild services, Guild member benefits 
and special events. 

o Visit the University Support Centre, which provides a range of services, 
including counselling, learning skills, English language skills, the UniMentor 
program, housing services, financial aid, careers advice, assistance to 
students with disabilities, and a medical centre. The people here can help 
you make a successful transition from secondary to tertiary study.  They are 
located on the south side of the Guild Village square, on the 2nd floor.  
Phone - 6488 2423. 

o Enrol in a free workshop conducted by the Learning Skills Advisors at Student 
Services.  These run throughout the semester.  Past courses have included 
‘Successful Examination Strategies’ and ‘Writing for Academic Purposes’. 

o Learn how to use the Library, as this is an important aspect of being an 
independent learner.  Book yourself into a guided tour of the Library where 
you will learn much, including how to use the CD-ROM facilities, where to 
locate reference collections and where to access closed reserve. 

o Remember that, if you ever feel unwell on campus, the Medical Centre is 
available in the Guild Village.  Phone 6488 2118 for an appointment. 

o The UWA Counselling and Psychological Service provide a professional and 
confidential service free of charge to students at UWA.  Be aware that they 
need time to help you; don’t wait till the week before exams.  
http://www.studentservices.uwa.edu.au/ss/counselling   

http://www.transition.uwa.edu.au/welcome/first
http://www.studentservices.uwa.edu.au/ss/counselling
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Obtaining academic advice 

Keeping a check on your enrolment is a very important part of surviving at 
university. You should speak to an adviser before withdrawal deadlines if you are 
experiencing any trouble. If you have a problem that is affecting your 
performance, if your results are not satisfactory or if you would like a confidential 
meeting, then you should see the appropriate person in the faculty in which you 
are enrolled. 
 
Faculty of Life & Physical Sciences – On the Spot advising with the Academic 
Student Adviser, Dr Jane Emberson, takes place almost daily throughout the 
academic year in the Faculty Office.  Times are available from the Faculty website 
and the Faculty Office.   

Come early, write your name on the list, and be prepared to wait your turn. In 
busy periods you may be seen by a different adviser.  

Dr Jane Emberson and the Faculty Manager, Ms Jenny Gamble, may also be 
available for appointments at other times, and these appointments can be made 
with Susan Pippet by telephoning 6488 3396. 
 
Faculty of Natural & Agricultural Sciences – For course advice please contact the 
faculty office on 6488 2565 to arrange an appointment with the Senior Faculty 
Administrative Officer, Ms Marjan Heibloem or Faculty Administrative Officer, Mrs 
Vickie Falcetta 
Morning appointments are the preferred arrangement.  
If possible, please give an indication of what you would like to talk about when 
you make the appointment. 
 
Course advice is also available from programme co-ordinators or from advisers in 
major disciplines (see lists at the back of Science Courses or online at 
http://www.science.uwa.edu.au/scb/advice) 
 
� ACADEMIC ASSESSMENT 
 
You will receive, within two weeks of the start of semester, information – in 
writing, or on the web – on how each of your units is assessed.  Read it carefully! 
 
Academic misconduct and plagiarism 

It is an absolute requirement that anything you do for assessment should be your 
own work.  You are encouraged to read widely, but you must not represent 
anyone else's ideas or research as your own: you must clearly acknowledge their 

http://www.science.uwa.edu.au/scb/advice
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source.  Follow the guidelines provided by unit co-ordinators and your Faculty (see 
the Faculty website).   

You will be severely penalised for plagiarism, cheating in test or exams, or any 
other breach of academic honesty.  The ACE module (see page 5), which you 
must complete in your first ten weeks of enrolment, will help to clarify what is 
expected. 
 
Special consideration 

If you miss a compulsory class, a test or assignment because of illness or other 
exceptional circumstances beyond your control, such as a death in your close 
family, you should contact your unit coordinators straight away (preferably in 
advance).  They may be able to make a special arrangement for you, or they may 
suggest that you apply to your Faculty for special consideration.   

1. Complete an Application for Special Consideration form, which you can 
download from http://www.studentadmin.uwa.edu.au/welcome/forms or 
obtain from Student Administration (Hackett Hall), the Faculty Office or 
Student Services.  (See also http://www.studentservices.uwa.edu.au/ss/ 
counselling/services_for_students/academic_support) 

2. Attach the originals of independent documentary evidence to support your 
application.   

3. Hand the application form and attachments in to the Faculty Office.  You 
must do this no later than the third University working day after the date on 
which the work for assessment was due.  You will be asked to see an 
Academic Student Adviser. 

If the Faculty supports your application, your unit co-ordinator(s) will be asked to 
give you special consideration as appropriate.  Note that it is up to you to make 
arrangements to catch up with work that you have missed. 

Documentary evidence should give enough detail for the Faculty to make an 
informed judgement.  Certificates signed by family members are not acceptable.  
Medical reports should indicate the nature, seriousness and duration of the 
illness, and must be signed by a doctor (not a pharmacist), preferably on the 
special consideration form (sections7-8).  Other evidence should be from an 
independent professional, e.g. a counsellor.  If you have suffered a bereavement, 
please discuss with the faculty adviser what paperwork is appropriate. 
Documents are treated with strict confidence. 

Special consideration can be granted also if you complete the work for 
assessment but there is evidence suggesting that your performance may have 
been adversely affected by exceptional circumstances beyond your control.  The 
application process is the same.  In some cases a late withdrawal from the unit 
may be permitted. 

http://www.studentadmin.uwa.edu.au/welcome/forms
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Examinations 

Most units include an exam as part or all of the assessment. The Examining 
Guidelines can be found at 
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/undergraduate/sciences/sciencespolicies/examg
uidelines 
 
When and where are my exams? 
Dates of the official examination periods are published several years in advance 
and can be found in the Undergraduate Handbook website 
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/undergraduate/schedules/schedule1/universityw
ide 

In 2009, the dates are 6–20 June and 31 October — 14 November. 

You must take these into account when planning any absences from the 
University.  You will not be allowed to reschedule your exams to accommodate 
holidays, work experience, family weddings etc. 

A detailed timetable of exams is available several weeks in advance.  You can 
access your individual timetable on the web through the student home page: 
www.studentaccess.uwa.edu.au/.  You will need your PIN number.  It is your 
responsibility to check your exam timetable, and find out the date, time and place 
of each exam.  If there are clashes, you need to phone the Examinations Office in 
Student Administration immediately (6488 2468). 

You must take your campus card to all exams.  If you take a calculator, it must 
have been approved beforehand, or you will not be allowed to use it (see under 
“Your Classes”, above).  

Results 
Final results are released on the web only (unless you have formally requested 
written notification).   

If you are in debt to the University, you will not receive your results.  You will 
therefore also not know whether you have been awarded a supplementary exam, 
or have been deemed to have made unsatisfactory progress and excluded from 
your studies; nor will you be able to appeal against your assessment.  Contact 
Student Administration about paying your debt.  Note that following late payment 
it may still take several days before your results can be viewed. 
 
Preparing for exams 
There is a one-week study break or "swot vac" the week before exams, although 
we recommend you start studying well before then! 

http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/undergraduate/sciences/sciencespolicies/examguidelines
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/undergraduate/sciences/sciencespolicies/examguidelines
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/undergraduate/schedules/schedule1/universitywide
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/undergraduate/schedules/schedule1/universitywide
http://www.studentaccess.uwa.edu.au/
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Past exam papers for many units can be found on the web at 
http://www.library.uwa.edu.au/find_information/course_materials_online/exami
nation_papers 
 
If you are unable to sit an exam 
See “Deferred Exams”, below. 
 
If you accidentally miss an exam 
If you miss an exam for any reason, you must report immediately to the Manager 
of Student Administration at Hackett Hall and then to the Academic Student 
Adviser or Faculty Manager in the Faculty of Life & Physical Sciences or the 
Senior Faculty Administrative Officer in the Faculty of Natural & Agricultural 
Sciences. You must provide an explanation for not attending. In exceptional 
circumstances you may be able to still sit the exam within 24 hours of the 
scheduled time.   
Deferred exams (see below) are NEVER awarded for exams missed by mistake.  
 
If you are taken ill during an exam 
If you are too unwell to continue the exam you must speak to the supervisor, who 
will arrange for you to be escorted to the UWA Medical Centre.  If your illness is 
confirmed there, you may apply to your faculty for a deferred exam.   
If you leave the exam venue without identifying yourself to the supervisor it will be 
very difficult for the faculty to allow you a deferred exam or any form of special 
consideration. 
 
Special consideration 
If you sit the exam, but can provide evidence suggesting that your performance 
may have been adversely affected by exceptional circumstances beyond your 
control, you can apply for special consideration.  The application process is the 
same as set out above under “Special consideration”.  If the Faculty supports 
your application, your exam mark may be adjusted by 1-5% if appropriate.  

The deadline is the third University working day after the exam.    
• Applying for special consideration is not a remedy for not studying 

conscientiously. 
• Special consideration will require you to sit exams on schedule. 
• Special consideration is not a mechanism for turning a fail into a pass. 

Once final results for a unit have been ratified by the Board of Examiners, it is 
inappropriate to seek retrospective special consideration, unless in the most 
extreme circumstances it has been literally impossible for you to contact the 
Faculty beforehand.  In almost no circumstances will the Faculty change a result, 
on grounds of special consideration, after the release of results. 
 

http://www.library.uwa.edu.au/find_information/course_materials_online/examination_papers
http://www.library.uwa.edu.au/find_information/course_materials_online/examination_papers
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Deferred exams  

You can apply to your faculty for deferral of an exam if, through exceptional 
circumstances that arose unexpectedly and beyond your control, you are—  

• unable to sit the scheduled exam; or 
• substantially hindered in your preparation for the exam. 

You should apply beforehand if possible, and in no case later than the third UWA 
working day after the scheduled exam.  The application process is the same as 
for special consideration (see p.15).   

Deferred exams are not given automatically, and your request may be denied.  
The Faculty normally grants a deferred exam only on grounds of illness or for 
compassionate reasons (in particular a death in your close family).  In all cases 
you must provide detailed documentary evidence.  Note that even if you have not 
attended the scheduled exam you will still not be granted a deferred exam 
unless the Faculty considers your reasons adequate. 

Written advice will be mailed out to you regarding the outcome. 
If a deferred exam is not awarded, then your coursework, labs and other 
assessments will form the basis of your final mark and you will not be permitted 
to sit another exam. 

Deferred examinations are held in the official exam periods.  For the current year, 
these are 20–24 July 2009 and in late January 2010.  Deferred exams cannot 
normally be deferred a second time, or rescheduled.  

A Deferred and Supplementary Exam Timetable will be displayed on the web, and 
again it is your responsibility to check the timetable.  Contact Student 
Administration immediately if you have any difficulties with this. 
 
Elite athletes and sporting commitments   

If you are representing Western Australia or Australia in a sporting competition, 
and your absence would mean you miss compulsory labs or tutorials or severely 
disrupts your study, then you can apply for a period of approved absence to 
compete.  You are required to provide a letter from the organisation on whose 
behalf you are competing, explaining the event that is taking place and 
confirming your participation and the dates involved.   

You will need to bring this letter and a completed Special Consideration form with 
you to the Faculty Office and talk to an adviser about your request.  Approved 
absences mean that unit co-ordinators will be advised that no penalty should be 
applied directly for absence from your compulsory labs and tutorials.  You must 
make arrangements to keep up with your studies, including any assignments or 
tests.  It may also be possible to make some special arrangements for exams. 
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Sporting commitments at a lower level may be accommodated in some 
circumstances.  Some non-sporting events may be accommodated if they are at a 
comparable level of selectivity and skill. 

The University’s policy on special provisions for students with high-level sporting 
commitments is at http://www.uwa.edu.au/current/information/eliteathletes 
 
Supplementary assessment 

Supplementary assessments are offered in most level 1 units run by the two 
Science faculties to students who have failed them with a mark in the range of 
45-49%.  In rare instances the Board of Examiners may set a form of 
supplementary assessment other than an exam. 

A result of SG indicates a supplementary assessment has been granted.  If you 
pass the supplementary exam, your academic record will show PS (pass in 
supplementary assessment); a fail is shown as FS.  Absence from the 
supplementary exam results in a fail.  

No supplementary exams are available for Level 2 units.  The only other 
supplementary assessment available is offered if you fail one unit (with 45-49%) 
in the final semester of your course, if that unit is required in order for you to 
complete your degree that semester.  (Note that this applies only to 
undergraduate pass degrees.) 

Supplementary examinations will be held during 20–24 July 2009 and in late 
January 2010. It is your responsibility to check your exam timetable (available 
through Student Connect 2-3 weeks in advance), and find out the exact date, 
time and place of the exam.   

Supplementary exams cannot be deferred or rescheduled.  They are offered as 
an opportunity to show that, although you have failed the unit, you do know the 
work well enough to be allowed to progress.  If you do not take that opportunity, 
for whatever reason, it normally lapses, as the decision on your result cannot be 
postponed. 

Units offered by other faculties do not generally have supplementary assessment.  
Check the information on assessment provided at the start of each unit. 
 
Satisfactory/unsatisfactory progress 

Satisfactory progress in an academic year means passing at least half of your 
units. Unsatisfactory progress means failing more points than you pass.  Units 
from which you have withdrawn without penalty do not count.  

The Board of Examiners will assign a progress status of 'On Probation' to students 
in their first academic year who fail to make satisfactory progress and have a 
weighted average of at least 30 per cent. If you are assigned the progress status 

http://www.uwa.edu.au/current/information/eliteathletes
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of 'On Probation', you are permitted to re-enrol but may have conditions attached 
to your enrolment by the Faculty, e.g. a lower maximum study load (18 points per 
semester).  You must see a Faculty adviser to have your re-enrolment approved. 

Unless the Faculty determines otherwise in exceptional circumstances, the Board 
of Examiners will assign a progress status of 'Suspended' to— 
 (a) students in their first academic year who fail to make satisfactory progress 
and have a weighted average of less than 30 per cent; 
 (b) all other students who fail (for the first time) to make satisfactory progress. 

If you are assigned the progress status of 'Suspended', you will not normally be 
permitted to re-enrol in the Faculty for at least one year. 

Unless the Faculty determines otherwise in exceptional circumstances, the Board 
of Examiners will assign a progress status of 'Excluded' to a student who in any 
previous year has been suspended or on probation and who fails to make 
satisfactory progress. 

If you are assigned the progress status of 'Excluded', you will be excluded for at 
least one year and will need to apply for readmission. 

You may request a waiver of suspension or exclusion, on grounds of exceptional 
circumstances.  You should write to the Science Selection Panel within twenty 
UWA working days of the release of results, explaining the circumstances and why 
you believe they will not recur.  You should provide supporting documentary 
evidence if possible.  Please note that relatively few waivers are approved. 

If in first semester you fail more points than you pass, you will receive a warning 
letter from the University.  It is a good idea to seek advice from your Faculty on 
how you can improve your position.  Note that if you simply withdraw from all 
units for second semester you may automatically become liable to a status of 
“unsatisfactory progress”. 

International students will receive a warning letter from the University if they fail 
half of their units in any semester, or if for other reasons the Board of Examiners 
believes them to be at risk of failing.  If you receive one of these letters, you 
should see your faculty adviser to discuss what changes you should make. 

No fails are permitted in the Bachelor of Science (Honours) course.  A student 
who has failed a unit is normally excluded from the course. 
 
Repeated Withdrawals 

Students who, in more than one year, withdraw from all their units, cannot enrol 
without special permission from their faculty.  You should write to the Science 
Selection Panel, explaining the circumstances and your current study plans. 
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Unit exclusions 

If you fail the same unit twice, you will normally be blocked from re-enrolling in it.  
Moreover, under the Science Rules you will not be permitted to take any further 
units in that discipline.  You may therefore need to change your major or program.  
The same applies if you fail 24 points in one discipline at one level.   

You may be able to request special permission to continue, on grounds of 
exceptional circumstances, or you may be able to repeat the unit by enrolling 
under Access UWA (not counting towards the points for your course, and under 
separate fee arrangements). However, permission will not necessarily be granted, 
especially to continue a major or program.   

Note that a grade of FN (late withdrawal) counts as a fail.  Take care to avoid 
repeated fails!  Never let things slide, particularly if you are repeating a unit. 
 
Appeals against academic assessment 

If you feel your final mark for a unit, or your mark for an individual assignment in 
a unit, may be incorrect, contact the unit coordinator straight away to ask that the 
mark be checked. If no error is found in the calculation of the mark, the unit 
coordinator may be available to discuss your work with you and suggest ways of 
improving your results.  Please note that the unit co-ordinator will not re-mark 
your work on request. 

In the case of an individual assignment, if you still believe your mark does not 
fairly represent the academic worth of the work you submitted, you may write to 
the Head of School, requesting a review of your mark.  You must state good 
grounds for your belief, and you must make the request within twenty UWA 
working days of receiving the original result.  

In the case of a final result for a unit, if you still have good reasons for believing 
that is does not fairly reflect the academic worth of the work you have submitted 
(relative to established standards and the work of other students), you may 
submit a formal appeal to the Head of School.   

You must do this within twenty UWA working days of the official release of results 
on the web.  You must fill in the Appeal Form, which is available from 
http://www.secretariat.uwa.edu.au/home/policies/appeals or from your Faculty 
office, and submit it together with your own written statement of your case.  You 
should send a copy of both form and statement to the Dean of your faculty. 

Before submitting a formal appeal it can be helpful to discuss your case with the 
Academic Student Adviser or Senior Faculty Administrative Officer of your faculty, 
or with an Education Officer of the Student Guild. 

http://www.secretariat.uwa.edu.au/home/policies/appeals
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See the website above for further information. An appeal is never successful 
simply on the grounds that you are disappointed with your result. 

There are also procedures for appealing against other aspects of assessment, 
e.g. progress status*, outcome of a request for special consideration, outcome of 
scaling of results, or disadvantage arising because a unit is assessed differently 
from what was announced in the "assessment mechanism statement"; and also 
for general grievances about your dealings with the University.  
See the website www.secretariat.uwa.edu.au/home/policies/appeals 

*Note that an appeal against progress status has to do only with whether the 
status has been correctly applied.  Otherwise you may request a waiver of 
sanction (suspension or exclusion), if you have good grounds.  See above, under 
“Satisfactory/unsatisfactory progress”. 
 
Dean’s congratulations 

The Dean of the Faculty of Life & Physical Sciences, on the recommendation of 
the Board of Examiners, sends letters of congratulations to all students in the 
BSc degree enrolled in 48 points who achieve a mark of 80% or more in each 
unit.   

In the Faculty of Natural & Agricultural Sciences the Dean, on the 
recommendation of the Board of Examiners, sends letters of congratulations to 
full-time students in the BSc (4-year degrees/programmes), and its combined 
degrees, who complete a minimum of 48 points and who obtain an average mark 
of 80% or higher in their units. 
 
Prizes 

Companies and individuals sponsor a number of prizes, which are awarded by 
the Faculties' Boards of Examiners.  As well as recognising the best student in a 
unit or subject, some of the prizes include a financial component – and in some 
cases a big one! 

For information about the prizes available to Science students check the 
following website:   http://spe.publishing.uwa.edu.au 
 
3 STUDENT ORGANISATIONS  
At UWA, in addition to many sporting and other social clubs, most of the faculties 
have a student society where you can get to know some of your peers.   
 
Science Union  

The Science Union http://www.scienceunion.org.au/ is open to all students in 
both science faculties and the associated combined degrees.  It is the second 
oldest and largest faculty society on campus, and it is the Union’s job to make 

http://www.secretariat.uwa.edu.au/home/policies/appeals
http://spe.publishing.uwa.edu.au/
http://www.scienceunion.org.au/
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sure that you get the most out of your time at university, both socially and 
academically.  The Science Union is run by Science students for Science 
students. Through this representation you can have your say on important issues 
affecting you. 

The Science Union offers a large array of services including  
o Representation of science students on several higher boards and 

committees in both the University and the Guild  
o An Equity Officer for all your questions on being treated fairly as a student 
o Job Skills and Generic Uni Skills Programmes 
o Annual ball, tavern shows and entertainment, regular student BBQs 

Most importantly, the Science Union is here to answer all your questions relating 
to your life as a UWA Science Student. 

To get in touch with the committee contact  
President:   Cameron Ritchie, Tel 0408 933 396 
or email sciunion-president@guild.uwa.edu.au 
 
S.N.AG.S Club 

(For the Students of Natural and Agricultural Sciences) 

The Faculty of Natural & Agricultural Sciences is renowned for being a fun and 
close-knit faculty. This is helped by the ongoing support from the S.N.AG.S Club, 
which provides educational and social services for all students. As the name 
suggests, the S.N.AG.S Club is open to all students from any degree in the Faculty 
of Natural & Agricultural Sciences, including those in the specialised programs 
(Environmental Science, Marine Science, Environmental Geochemistry, 
Conservation Biology and Earth Science). The size of the Faculty allows excellent 
student-staff relations, interaction and support between year groups and very 
close bonds within year groups. S.N.AG.S. is run by an executive committee of 
third-year students, who work to ensure your years at uni will be a time to 
remember.  

Educational benefits of membership  

• Student representation on Guild and Faculty bodies to ensure all your 
concerns are heard and to report back to the student body on changes 
and developments.  

• Faculty hour is brought to you by the S.N.AG.S Club in conjunction with 
the Australian Institute of Agricultural Science and Technology (AIAST). 
These informal sessions are highly beneficial as speakers from the 
industry spend about 30 minutes sharing their experiences to broaden 
your perception of employment opportunities and the scope of careers 
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available. They are normally followed by a free BBQ where you can have 
a chat to speakers in a social environment.  

• Careers expos and seminars are offered to third and fourth year 
students to aid in networking for work experience and employment after 
graduation.  

Social benefits  

The best way to make friends at uni is to interact at the numerous social 
functions presented by the S.N.AG.S Club. The calendar is packed, beginning with 
the first of four sundowners to welcome the new freshers and including a quiz 
night, ball, sports day and pub crawl.  

The club room is open all day for all members and is located next to the 
agriculture computer lab. This is the perfect spot to catch up with friends 
between lectures, do some study, escape the cold, or just procrastinate!  

The S.N.AG.S club is a non-profit organisation, so the more members we have the 
better quality social and educational functions we can organise for you. By 
becoming a member for only $15 you automatically recuperate the cost with a 
$15 discount on your ball ticket and receive cheaper entry at all Club shows. The 
educational and social opportunities provided by the S.N.AG.S Club will broaden 
and enhance your learning experience at UWA and we look forward to helping 
you embark on your university career.  

To get in contact with the S.N.AG.S committee, contact; 

President: Rebecca Wallis 

   tel: 0400681054 email: wallir01@student.uwa.edu.au 

Or feel free to approach members at any time. 



Faculty of Natural  
and Agricultural Sciences
The University of Western Australia 
Located in the Agriculture Central Wing 
(opposite the new Science Library)

 
Tel	 +61 8 6488 2565 
Fax	 +61 8 6488 1002 
Email	 science@fnas.uwa.edu.au
Web	 www.fnas.uwa.edu.au
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Faculty of Life  
and Physical Sciences
The University of Western Australia 
Located on the first floor of the  
Physics Building

Tel	 +61 8 6488 3396 
Fax	 +61 8 6488 1058 
Email	 contactscience@uwa.edu.au
Web	 www.science.uwa.edu.au

For more information, contact the Faculty office:

A World of  
Opportunities


